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Domestic Abuse and 
the Church

“In general, we were left with 
the conclusion that Christian beliefs 
had played an ambiguous role in 
survivors’ journey to safety, in 
some ways helping but in some 
ways hindering their efforts to 
overcome the abuse”.

(The Way Forward: Domestic 
Violence and the Methodist Church)

As churches we need to 
recognise this reality, and use it 
as a spur to:

counter those strands of 
Christian theology which have 
further oppressed the victims, 
and which have sometimes 
condoned the behaviour of the 
perpetrators, and

stress our belief that 
God wants human beings to 
%ourish and grow in loving 
relationship with one another 
and with God & John's gospel 
uses the image of abundant life: 

! Even the clouds t oday have 
come down as if t o touch us with  
their t ears."  With these words, a 
poet in Alt o Hospicio introduced a 
part of the ecumenical liturgy which 
was held for the second year running 
as part of the events to mark the 
International Day of NO Violence 
against Women "25 November#. Ali &
son Facey "the Methodist Minist er 
who is part of the CAF sta( t eam#  
coordinated the planning of the lit&
urgy, which was led by a variety of 
women church leaders from Alt o 
Hospicio and Iquique "2 Methodist 
Minist ers, 1 Minister from a Pente&
costal church, and 3 Catholic sisters#. 
There were also contributions f rom 
the community poet, and a testi&
mony of survival from a woman who 
had lived with domestic abuse for 
many years.

The liturgy was held at the end of a 
march through the community in&
volving over 110 men and women, 
including representatives of over 20 
community organisations who come 
together "coordinated by CAF# as a 
Network to promote the theme in 
the community. The events that 
were held ) with the theme *Mi 

mano, tu mano ) juntas por la 
paz+ "My hands, your hands &  to&
gether for peace# were part of the 
programme of work of this Network.

During the march, 57 small crosses 
were carried, one representing each 
of the 57 women who had "by that 
time# lost their lives in Chile in 2007 
as a result of domestic violence by 
partners or former partners.  At the 
end of the march and as 
part of the liturgy, these 57 
crosses were brought up 
and all hung on a larger 
cross, thus representing 
Christ su(ering with 
these women, and linking his violent 
death with theirs ) but stressing that 
his death was not the ,nal word. 

Domestic Abuse
International Day of NO Violence Against Women, 25 Nov

newsletter

I have come that you may have 
life and have it abundantly.

John 10:10

Alt o Hospicio has one of the highest 
rates of domestic abuse in the whole of 
Chile, and the local public prosecutor 
receives 15 new cases every day from 
this one community of around 80,000 
people. CAF is involved in raising the 
pro,le of the issue. 

Holding an *ecumenical+ event in Chile 
usually means an event for di(erent 
*evangelical+ churches ) and this would 
include all non&Catholic churches in&
cluding the Methodist church. There&
fore, holding a truly *ecumenical+ lit&
urgy, with representatives from Evan&
gelical and Catholic churches, is ex&
tremely rare ) and itself something to 
be celebrated!
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CAF'S TEAM

Daniela Rivera "Secretary# with 
Chris Esdaile "Director/Lawyer#

Jennifer Rivera "Workshops 
Facilitator# with Carolina Castro 
"Student Social Worker#

Danitza Tapia "Social Worker#

Carolina Cort-s "Psychologist#

Alison Facey "Methodist  
Minist er#

More about CAF
Address

Los Alamos 3025, Alto 
Hospicio, 1 Region, Chile

Phone

56-57-544172

Email

caf_nortimech@yahoo.es

Web "in Spanish#

http://
cafaltohospicio.blogspot.com 

For potential donors in the US: 

We have an advance number 
14800A for donations via 
General Board of Global 
Ministries (GBGM).

For potential donors in the UK:

Methodist Church policy in UK 
is for donations to be given to 
general funds (e.g. the Fund for 
World Mission) and distributed 
worldwide according to need. 
Thus, giving to specific projects 
linked to mission personnel is 
discouraged. If you still want to 
support the work of CAF, send 
donations to the World Church 
Office, Methodist Church 
House, 25 Marylebone Rd, 
London NW1 5JR

Photos
Check out the photos of 
the March/Liturgy at 
http://www.ßickr.com/photos/eye
s_chile/sets/72157603311151470/

CASE STUDY

Mrs C (40  years old)  attended  CAF with  multiple  problems,  including  low  self  esteem,  lack of conÞ-
dence  in  herself  and  in  others,  a history  of  domestic  violence,  a history  of  sexual  abuse  when  aged  11,  in 
addition  to  physical  mistreatment  and  psychological  abuse  at the  hands  of  her  partner.  As a result,  she had 
become  increasingly  introverted,  anxious,  and  depressed,  as these  problems  had  increased  and  as she had 
deteriorated  as a person.  She was humiliated  and  hit  in  the  home,  and  her partner  had,  over  a long  period, 
forced her to have sex with him. 

In  the initial  interviews  with  Mrs  C, CAFÕs social  worker  and  psychologist  analysed  the  possibility  of 
integrating her  into  the  group  workshops,  Þrstly  those  of  ÒWelcomeÓ and  later  those  of ÒAutonomy and  Self-
EsteemÓ. These  workshops  turned  out  to  be an e!cient  and  e"ective  tool  in  her  ÒtreatmentÓ, due  to  the  fact 
that  she was able to  realise  what  qualities  she possessed  as a person,  such  that  she now  maintains  an ap-
propriate  level  of self-esteem,  has  greater  conÞdence  in  herself,  can recognise  some  of  the  errors  she may 
have made  in  the  past,  and  has now  committed  herself  to  change  Ð as she puts  it,  Òto be  a better  person 
each dayÓ.

By the  end  of  the  process  of group  workshops,  she had  decided  to  take  her  life  in  her  own  hands 
and  make  decisions  about  her  future,  with  the  help  of God, because  she had  been  empowered  to  be able  to 
confront  the  obstacles  that  life  throws  up . Together  with  the  other  members  of the  group,  she  has  met  to 
apply  for  funding  for  a project  which  will  help  her  to  leave her  past  behind  her  and  improve  her  quality  of 
life.
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